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HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR 2026 OCEA SPRING ONTARIO
CONFERENCE: OCEA’s 50th Anniversary 1976 ~ 2026 ‘ : AOOPERM‘VE
ASSOCIATION

Thank you to everyone who attended and took part in our recent 2026
OCEA Spring Conference: — Pathways fo Success

held April 26—28, 2026, at the Sheraton Parkway Toronto North Hotel
in Richmond Hill. This year’s conference focused on providing
information and resources for both newer and experienced Co-op,
Guidance, OYAP, and SHSM teachers, as well as board-level educators.

Overall, we had 268 attendees - breakdown by attendance: Full Conference (Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday)
= 146, Monday only = 35, Sunday and Monday = 5, Sunday only = 0, Monday and Tuesday = 72, and Tuesday
only = 10.

THIS YEAR'S CONFERENCE PROVIDED:

» b4 workshops (with over 77 presenters) — click here for full program/agenda

» bsponsors

» 33 exhibitors

» 1 Keynote Speaker, Sam Demma, Bestselling Author, Keynote Speaker

» 1 Plenary Session: The Honourable Edith Dumont, 30th Lieutenant Governor of Ontario with
Colonel Frank Lamie, Commander of the 32 Canadian Brigade Group and Colonel Finley L.
Mullally, Commander of 33 Canadian Brigade Group.

» 2 social / networking sessions, followed by:

¢ On Sunday evening, Karaoke was hosted by: Stéphane Hunter, Escouade Multimedia
e On Monday evening, Line Dancing was provided by: Cheatin’ Hearts

THE 2026 OCEA AWARDS’' BANQUET WAS HELD ON MONDAY EVENING — CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE FOLLOWING — ALL WELL-DESERVED — WINNERS!

Carmine Romano, Brant Haldimand Norfolk
Catholic District School Board (retired), was

presented with The George King Award of

Excellence, 2026.

Anne Putica, Halton Catholic District
School Board (retired), was presented
with The S.J. “Jack” Ulan Professional
Award, 2026.
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Kerry Powers, Peel District School Board,
was presented with The S.J. “Jack” Ulan
Professional Award, 2026.

WORKSHOP PRESENTATIONS: PDF versions of workshop presentations shared by presenters are available
to view or download in the RESOURCES (Members Only) section of our website. Please note: You must sign

in to your online OCEA account and have an active OCEA membership to access this section.

THANK YOU / KUDOS TO ALL THE WORKSHOP PRESENTERS! Without our presenters there would not be
an event to plan for our teachers and board level educators!

WITH HEARTFELT THANKS, we gratefully recognize the following members of the
planning team for their invaluable contributions to making this 50th anniversary conference

possible:

Ali Meilach, Toronto DSB

Antonina Gambino, York Region DSB

Carol Madsen, OCEA Executive Administrative Assistant
Jenny Garrett, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Kelly Krug, Peel DSB

Kimberly Leger, Kawartha Pine Ridge DSB

Marie-Andrée Ouimet, OCEA Conference Planner
Michael Kolinas, Bluewater DSB

Pasquale (Pat) Piro, Hamilton-Wentworth CDSB
Rebecca Gauthier, Rainbow DSB

Roman Nowak, CEC du Centre-Est

Siobhain Bondy, York CDSB

Stéphane Hunter, Escouade multimedia, AV Provider

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE 2026-2027
SCHOOL YEAR!

2026 Virtual OCEA Fall Symposium
November 5th, 2026 - Online ~ via ZOOM
The planning has just begun!

2027 OCEA Spring Conference
Sheraton Parkway Toronto North Hotel
600 Highway 7
Richmond Hill, ON L4B 1B2
April 25th, 26th, and 27th, 2027

Keep checking our website for further details!
https:/locea.on.cal
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For 35 years, HIEC has been at the forefront of connecting education
and industry to support student success. As a leader in career
development, HIEC is dedicated to inspiring informed career decisions
by building meaningful partnerships between educators, employers, and
youth. Through innovative programming, HIEC delivers engaging career
awareness initiatives and facilitates hands-on, experiential learning
opportunities that help students better understand the world of work and
the pathways available to them.

HIEC's initiatives are designed to complement education and support
student engagement by making career exploration relevant, accessible,
and grounded in real-world experiences.

Working with the Ontario Ministry of Education, the Ontario Career Lab focuses on early-stage career
exploration. Through its Career Conversations sessions, the Ontario Career Lab connects Grade 9 and 10
students in all publicly funded high schools across Ontario with individuals from diverse local industries who
share their personal career journeys. These sessions are designed to spark curiosity, broaden perspectives, and
help students begin to envision their own futures. By bringing real voices and real experiences into the classroom,
the Ontario Career Lab supports educators in fostering meaningful discussions about career pathways at a
pivotal stage in student development.

Created by HIEC, ApprenticeSearch.com is a free online platform that connects job seekers directly with
employers in the skilled trades. Designed to simplify the pathway into apprenticeship, the platform matches
candidates with opportunities and offers programs and personalized support that help individuals prepare for
and succeed in skilled trades careers.

To further strengthen connections at the local level, HIEC facilitates Skilled Trades Regional Networks across
Ontario, in partnership with Skills Ontario and the Ontario Ministry of Education. These networks bring together
educators, employers, and community partners to collaborate on creating meaningful opportunities for students.
By joining a Regional Network, educators can connect with local industry partners, access resources, and help
shape experiences that give students hands-on exposure to the skilled trades. These partnerships play a critical
role in ensuring that students are not only aware of skilled trades pathways but are also actively engaged in
exploring them.

Through strong local partnerships and a shared commitment to student success, HIEC continues to bridge the
gap between education and industry—empowering educators and preparing students for the future of work.
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THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSORS

MERCI A NOS
COMMANDITAIRES


















183training.com



183training.com



niagaracollege.ca



escouademultimedia.ca



escouademultimedia.ca



learn-it.ca



THANK YOU TO OUR
EXHIBITORS

MERCI A NOS
EXPOSANTS



actionfirstaid.ca



FORCES.ca



cfee.org



careereducationcouncil.ca



ceric.ca



chatterhigh.com



conestogac.on.ca



cpaontario.ca



durhamworkforceauthority.ca



O sosEacTor

edgefactor.com



edutravelforcredit.com



kidder.ca



theempowermentproject.ca



hiec.on.ca



learn-it.ca



183training.com



mohawkcollege.ca



lecentrefranco.ca/mtel



lecentrefranco.ca/ogape



myblueprint.ca



oyappajo.com



oyappajo.com



peelhaltonworkforce.com



projectsearchcanada.ca



pshsa.ca



rapidcitytransport.com



resso.ail



skilledtradesontario.ca



skilledtradesontario.ca/fr



solidarityplace.ca



supportontarioyouth.ca



workforceinnovation.ca



wpboard.ca



wsps.ca



YORK REGION
EDUCATIONAL
SERVICES

yorkeducation.org
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SERVICES
EDUCATIFS DE LA
REGION DE YORK

yorkeducation.org



THANK YOU TO OUR
DONATORS

MERCI A NOS
DONATEURS
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